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“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I understand.”

— Confucius

A.
Course Description

This course is an introduction to social research methods and covers four broad topics:  the foundations of social science, research design, data collection, and data analysis. This course provides an introduction to research methods and designs relevant to social scientists. The course will focus on an introduction to several research designs including experimental and non-experimental, as well as quantitative and qualitative research methods. In addition, the course will focus on providing a practical understanding of several statistical tools used in social sciences. The emphasis will be on knowing when to use the different tests, what they measure, and how to interpret results. 
Learning Objectives
While discussing each topic, this course will consider the ethical implications of social research. As it is known, the social research is a craft, and like any other craft, it takes practice to do it well. Therefore, the approach will be hands-on right from the start. Students will have opportunities to learn by doing in all aspects of the course—in class lectures and take-home assignments. By the end of the course, students should be able to:

1. Formulate good research questions and design appropriate research.

2. Collect your own data using a variety of methods.

3. Analyze both qualitative and quantitative data using computer-based skills.

4. Critically evaluate your own research and that of other social scientists

Course Requirements

1.) Session Article Preparation, Presentation, and Discussion

Since session article preparation and discussion play a critical role in obtaining knowledge and understanding of topics in this course, students are encouraged to read the required readings for each session, and be ready to discuss in depth its essential ideas in the class. Please be ready to present the key messages of the article to the class in a clear and concise way and try to answer the following questions when you do your readings: 

What are the main issues raised by the article? What are the research questions of the article? What are the main arguments or findings of the article? Which theoretical perspectives can be applied to organizational situations mentioned in the article?

2) Quizzes
The class will be unannounced in-class-quizzes to evaluate their comprehension of the assigned reading material.  These quizzes will be reproduced from the multiple choice questions. During the semester the students will have 2 quizzes. 
3.) Term Project

Students individually will conduct a term project with the concepts and tools discussed in the course. Students will have one out-of-class project which is designed to give them experience in some aspect of conducting social research.  The project focuses on the formulation of research problems and evaluation of the research design of a published research report; and giving students the opportunity to collect their own data through structured and unstructured interviews.  Students will have at least one week to work on each project. The term project will consist of four assignments (Introduction, Literature review, Data collection and analysis and Conclusion) which will be assigned online.   More details on the project will be posted here.

Each student will present his/her Team Project on the session of 19th of May 2016 (date may change). Students will be given 10 minutes to present their projects.  For questions and discussion will be given 5 minutes.

The written report (article) of the Team Project should be returned on 26th of May 2016 and shouldn’t exceed 15 pages (not including cover page, using Times New Roman, font size 12, double spaced). Please submit the report in electronic version.

Bonuses
Students will be assigned in class or out of class assignments and each submitted assignment will be counted as a bonus point.   

Grading Criteria

-Session Article Preparation, Presentation, and Discussion 20 %
-Quizzes 30%
-Term Project 50 % 
Attendance Policy

Attendance is important to stay on top of class material and homework assignments. Students are encouraged to come to class, but are left with the responsibility of managing their own attendance. Attendance will be taken for the purpose of explaining poor performance should the need arise.

Evaluation Policy

Students will be allowed to make-up an exam or submit homework or other assignments beyond a deadline only with written documentation (e.g., doctor’s letter) for extenuating circumstances covered under AAIU University policy.

Caveat

The instructor reserves the right to change the schedule, assignments, and/or evaluation criteria throughout the semester. Any changes will be announced to the class with sufficient notice to prepare for the changes. It is your responsibility to keep informed about discussion topics and assignments. If in doubt, check with your instructor.

B. Tentative Agenda


Reading Topic 






Assigned _____________________________________________________________

 Week 1: 
Introduction to Research











Read Neuman text Chapter 1 
Jasso, Guillermina. 2004. “The Tripartite Structure of Social Science Analysis.”


Sociological Theory 22(3): 401-431.
Week 2: 
What are the major types of Social Research 
 





Read Neuman text Chapter 2


Levin-Rozalis, Miri. 2003. “Evaluation and Research: Differences and Similarities.” The Canadian Journal of Program Evaluation 18(2): 1-31.
 
Burnett, Cathleen. 2003. “Passion through the Profession: Being both Activist and


 
Academic.” Social Justice 30: 135-150.
Week 3:
Theory and Research



Read Neuman text Chapter 3
Fawcrett, J. and Downs, F. (1986). The relationship between theory and research. Norwolk, CT: Appleton Century Crofts

Gilbert, N. (2007). Research, Theory and Method

Week 4:
The Meanings of Methodology









Read Neuman text Chapter 4

Johnson, R. Burke, and Anthony J. Onwuegbuzie. "Mixed methods research: A research paradigm whose time has come." Educational researcher 33.7 (2004): 14-26.

Week 5: 
How to review Literature and Conduct Ethical Studies





Read Neuman text Chapters 5 
Webster, J., & Watson, R. T. (2002). Analyzing the past to prepare for the future: Writing a literature review. MIS quarterly, xiii-xxiii.
Week 6:
Working on SPSS



Read SPSS Manual 
Week 7:
Strategies of Research Design







Read Neuman text Chapter 6 
Sale, J. E., & Brazil, K. (2004). A Strategy to Identify Critical Appraisal Criteria for Primary Mixed-Method Studies. Quality & Quantity, 38, 351-365.
Visser, M. (1994). Beyond the ecological fallacy. Quality and Quantity, 28(4), 435-444.
Week 8:
Qualitative and Quantitative Measurement







Read Neuman text Chapter 7
Hambrick, D. C. (1980). Operationalizing the concept of business-level strategy in research. Academy of Management Review, 5(4), 567-575.

Week 9:
Qualitative and Quantitative Sampling







Read Neuman text Chapter 8
Heckathorn, D. D. (2002). Respondent-driven sampling II: deriving valid population estimates from chain-referral samples of hidden populations. Social problems, 49(1), 11-34.
Week 10:
Experimental Research 
 









Read Neuman text Chapter 9
Calder, B. J., Phillips, L. W., & Tybout, A. M. (1982). The concept of external validity. Journal of Consumer Research, 9(3), 240-244.
Week 11:
Survey Research 


Read Neuman text Chapters 10

Longmore, M. A., Dunn, D., & Jarboe, G. R. (1996). Learning by doing: Group projects in research methods classes. Teaching Sociology, 24(1), 84-91.

Week 12:
Nonreactive Research and Secondary Analysis






Read Neuman text Chapter 11
Week 13:
Analysis of Quantitative Data 


Read Neuman text Chapter 12
Week 14:
Field Research and Focus Group


Read Neuman text Chapter 13



Writing the Research Report 


Read Neuman text Chapters 16

C. CLASS SCHEDULE
Weekly Schedule/Assignment 

	Week/Date
	Session/Topic
	Assignment

(Turn in the beginning of class session)



	Introduction
	
	

	1

Sep. 6
	Introduction to Research 
	Read the Chapter 1 and assigned articles

	Part 1
	Foundations

	

	2

Sep. 13
	What are the major types of Social Research
	Read the Chapter 2 and assigned articles;
Organize your term project and decide on the topic



	3
Sep. 20
	Theory and Research
	Read the Chapter 3 and assigned articles;
Assignment 1 is due

	4

Sep. 27
	The Meanings of Methodology 
	Read the Chapter 4 and assigned articles 

	5

Oct. 4
	Motivation

How to review Literature and Conduct Ethical Studies


	Read the Chapter 5 and assigned articles Assignment 2 is due

	6

Oct. 11
	SPSS

	Read the SPSS Manual

	Part 2
	Planning and Preparation
	

	7

Oct. 18
	Strategies of Research Design
	Read the Chapter 7 and assigned articles;
Please submit the literature review part of your term project 

	8

Oct. 25
	Qualitative and Quantitative Sampling
	Read the Chapter 8 and assigned articles;
Midterm Exam

	9

Nov. 1
	Experimental Research 

	Read the Chapter 9 and assigned articles
Assignment 3 (data collection and analysis part of the term project is due)

	10

Nov. 8
	Survey Research 
	Read the Chapter 10 and assigned articles

	11

Nov. 15
	Nonreactive Research and Secondary Analysis
	Read the Chapter 11 and assigned articles;

Assignment 4 is due

	12
Nov. 22
	Analysis of Quantitative Data
	Read the Chapter 12 and assigned articles;


	Part 4
	Qualitative Data Collection and Analysis
	

	13
Nov. 29
	Field Research and Focus Group


	Read the Chapter 13 and assigned articles;
Submit your term project



	14
Dec. 6
	Writing the Research Report
	Read the Chapter16 and assigned articles;
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